Luke’s Journey to Easter…and Beyond

Bible Studies – 2010 [Ray Harris – Major]
	Text
	Comments
	Discussion

	4:14-30
	· This  text begins the public ministry of Jesus; it will set the tone for all that follows in Luke, including both affirmation and opposition to his ministry.

· Luke’s  placement of this incident at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry is an important clue to what his life is about.
	· After reading the text, what shifts in mood do you notice? What words or phrases stand out?

· When a leader, such as a coach, begins their task, how important are initial impressions?

· What initial impressions do people have of Jesus?



	4:14-17
	· The phrase “filled with the power of the Spirit” takes us back to the baptism of Jesus in 3:22; his ministry demonstrates what it means to be “filled with the Spirit” 

· There is obvious affirmation for Jesus and his teaching at this early stage
	· Luke notes that Jesus went to the synagogue, “as was his custom.” What has been your custom with respect to involvement in faith communities? What difference has this made for you?

· What difficulties can it pose when somebody begins their public life on a note of praise?

	4:18-21
	· The OT background to these verses is important – Isa 61:1-2; Isa 58:1-9 [especially v 6]

· “the year of the Lord’s favour” alludes to the Year of Jubilee, when debts were cancelled and slaves released – see Lev 25:8-55; Deut 15:1-11.

· Words like “poor, captive, blind, oppressed” had real social dimensions. For instance, today we speak of “forgiving a Third World Debt.”
	· How important is the public “reading” of Scripture in your tradition? 

· These OT texts help to interpret the life and ministry of Jesus, thus to make meaning. How do people make meaning of their lives today?

· From what do people need to be “released” in our culture?

· To what extent do you think the life of your church is an expression of “good news”?

· From what you know of the Gospel of Luke, how do the actions and teachings of Jesus express this keynote address?

	4:22-30
	· Note the shift in mood at v. 22. His hometown expected Jesus to give some preference to them, but Jesus has already shown a commitment to the poor, the excluded.
	· What’s it like to go against the expectations others have of us?



	
	· While on one hand, “The Scripture is fulfilled” in the life of Jesus (v 21) this ministry is ongoing in the life of the church.


	· To what extent does the mission of our church look like the mission Jesus outlines in this opening address?

· What difference does it make for us to study this text in the wake of Haiti’s earthquake?


